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Golden Gate Cymbidium Society                         January Meeting Zoom With Us! 
A Branch of the Cymbidium Society of America, Inc. 

 

Our January Zoom Meeting 
WEDNESDAY @ 7 PM 

January 27, 2021  

Dave Sorokowsky,  

Paph Paradise Orchids 

On Paphiopedilums 
After receiving his degree in biochemistry from the 

University of Toronto, Dave opted to step outside his chosen field and operated a tropical fish 
import business for eight years.  Upon returning to school, Dave received a degree in enology 
and viticulture from Brock University in St. Catharines, Ontario.  While attending Brock, Dave 
began acquiring orchids one 2” pot at a time; before he graduated, Dave had over 100 
orchids.  Winemaking and a passion for orchids prompted Dave to seek a warmer climate in 
California about one year later.  Dave has been growing paphiopedilums for about 15 years 
and seriously hybridizing for the past 10 years.  He is an accredited AOS judge and his 
paphiopedilums have received over 100 awards to date from the AOS and CSA. Many of 
those awarded plants playing important roles in his breeding program. In 2018 Dave left 
winemaking in order to focus all of his time running Paph Paradise Orchids.  Dave is running 
an awesome special right now – 3 Complex Paphs for $99, includes FREE shipping - 
https://paphparadise.com/product-category/sales-and-deals/ ! Or call him at 209.727.5265.   

Plant Show and Tell: Surely you must have some early blooming cymbidiums - tracyanum 
hybrids?  If not those, then at least, show some of your phalenopsis or cattleyas that are in 
bloom.  Take photos with your cell phone and then text them with their names to Audrey 
at (408) 316.0677 by Tuesday, January 26, 2021, 12 Noon; or email 
to  goldengatecymbidiumsociety@yahoo.com, "same Bat Day, same Bat Channel" (retro 
joke) ! 

DOOR PRIZES: The names of 6 lucky winners will be "pulled from a hat" from Whomever 
attends the meeting (Member or Not), and are still left to the end of the meeting. These 
orchids will be one (1) Cymbidium plant from the Top Hat Orchid Collection, AND one (1) 
Australian dendrobium kingianum from the Asuka collection in Orkid Jim Donoso’s 
Collection.   The lucky winners will have to make appointments to pick up their 2 orchid 
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plants from Helga Mahlmann’s home in Oakland (wearing a mask, of course), & that info will 
be given at the meeting. So 2 for the price of just attending is pretty good! 

  

The President’s Message                                                     
 

Hello all, 
 
Happy New Year!! Yes, I think we've all arrived in one piece 
into 2021 ...  
 
Of course some things are no different, but a New Year gives 
New Hopes & Dreams. 

We all seem to be adapting to our New Normal. But, we know that This way of living, will 
not last forever.  
 

The holidays were difficult for many families.  As we learned new & creative ways to see 
our loved ones, I hope we will always remember we're in this together until the end. We all 
have to rely on each other.  
 

On to cymbidiums - I have many plants finally starting to spike.  Mine seem to be late this 
year. How about yours?   
I've spent time starting to stake the spikes.  Even the short ones ... It would be nice to 
groom for a show, but I WILL groom them, so “I” can enjoy them ... remember, we can still 
submit our photos of our flowers to our website to share with each other. 

 

As many of you know, Top Hat Orchids, owned & operated by our lifetime member 
Heather Drobus, is closing. Heather gave much to this society through the years 
whether it was her plants, her energy or her time. I hope you will consider coming on 
the weekend of January 16 – 17, 2021 to purchase one or two of her orchid treasures. 
You are welcome to volunteer as well on the weekend, but let us know by 1/14/21 to 
receive lunch @ goldengatecymbidiumsociety@yahoo.com . (To see photos and a partial 
list, see our webpage at http://goldengatecymbidiumsociety.com/cymbidiums_for_sale 
.) 

 

There will be continuing sales of many types of plants through 
January.  

 

We will still continue to meet virtually for some time yet ...  
please tune into Our Meetings on Zoom!  We really want to have 
a club to come back together, when we can meet in person 
again. In the mean time, here's to good health & staying safe! 

 

Looking forward to a better 2021 for Us All. With health & 
prosperity to yourselves & loved ones ...  
 


P.S. The New Normal…      
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It’s Easy to Join a ZOOM Meeting! 
 

All the Orchid Societies meetings are done this way these 
days.   You do not need a Zoom account to join the meeting, 
although if you DO download it ahead of time, it does go a 
little faster.  If you are a registered member of the Golden 
Gate Cymbidium Society, and have a computer, we will e-
Mail you, on the Monday before the meeting, the Zoom 
Meeting  Link, the Meeting GGCS ID, & the GGCS Passcode, 
and again on the day of the meeting. Then at 7pm, click on 

the "Launch Meeting" of the email you were sent, and it will put you in the queue for you to 
wait for when the host will “let you in”.  Then you’ll see us ALL!   This will work whether you 
have a computer, a tablet or a cell phone.    

 
Watch these YouTube.com Videos: 

 
How to Join a Zoom Meeting on your Computer?  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fIYWnfTc5o 

 

Want to Set up Your Cell Phone for Zoom Meetings?  Learn in 
 2 minutes!    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOJkfflN8
O4.    
 

And if you don’t have email, you can just dial one of the Zoom phone 
numbers, and it will get you in, no problems! 
 

 

Meet Our Newest Board Member, Diane Winters 

 

Diane Winters joined the GGCS  February 2020, and then 
COVID-19 caused the closing of the Lakeside Garden Center 
and shut us out of any of our gatherings!  After seeing our 
appeal in the newsletter, she kindly offered to shoulder some 
burdens, and has kindly now joined as our Newest Board 
Member at Large!  She will be helping out as the Newsletter 
Printer and Mail Distributer, to the 16 or so of you who do not 
have computers and still receive your newsletters by mail.  Here 
is a little information she shared with us about herself:  

 

“ My involvement with plants began when I was 6 and we kids 
were each given an area in the backyard of our new house in 
Pennsylvania to plant whatever we wanted.  Sometimes I had flowers, sometimes vegetables, 
and I later commandeered a second area under the Viburnum bush where I put Lilies of the 
Valley, Jack in the Pulpits, and violets.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fIYWnfTc5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOJkfflN8O4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOJkfflN8O4
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        As a young adult, in my apartment in Greenwich Village I kept anywhere from 50 to 70 
plants – at one point including a few orchids. 

         After I moved to Oakland in the early 90’s, my work and botanical 
world made a 180 degree turn.  I started my business as a craftsperson 
making hand-molded ceramic tiles in the style and spirit of the 
Craftsman/Arts & Crafts Movement in my studio in the Sawtooth 
Buildings in West Berkeley (see an example of her work to the left). 
         Outdoors here I could grow entirely new-to-me categories of 
plants, including a few Cymbidiums I acquired.  Their continuing to 
flower every year (despite sometimes haphazard care) prompted me to 
decide to do better by them.  Hence, my joining GGCS.” 

                                         

Welcome Diane, and we Really Appreciate Your Involvement! 
  

LET’S  SHOW MEMBER ORCHID PHOTOS THAT NIGHT! 
 
 

 
 
 
    MEMBERS, Are your “other” orchids in bloom?  USE your cellphone to take a picture of 
them; OR, of Yourself, repotting your cymbidiums, in your greenhouses, backyards, or even 
over the kitchen sink!  Take Selfies – even if your Hair IS growing over your eyeballs, like 
mine!!   Then email me those photos hopefully at least 24 hours ahead?  Email to 
GoldenGateCymbidiumSociety@Yahoo.com .  
 

 

 
Looking to Buy Cymbidium (or Other species) Orchids?   

 

These are the Orchid Vendors who would have been at our March 2020 Show: 
 

Orchids di Fiore / Paulo & Nina di Candia, (510) 530-4884.  They have a large 
outdoor orchid growing area in the Oakland  Hills.  Interesting selection. 
www.orchidsfioridamore.com . 
 

Thu Ba Nguyen, (408) 396-7773 Cell.   Call or text, or e-mail at 
orchidsforever@hotmail.com.  Orchid store & Large growing area in San Jose 
 

Botanico Orchids / Dean Haas, (510) 368-8062 Cell.   Call or text. Dean has a large 
Cymbidium greenhouse in Half Moon Bay all starting to bloom right now!  
   

Jim Donoso, (415) 342-1075 Cell.  Call or text.  Jim has a very large greenhouse in 
Richmond, but also does local farmer markets, maybe in your neighborhood!   His 
new email is orkidjim@gmail.com.  
  

www.GoldenGateCymbidiumSociety.com/Cymbidium_orchids_for_sale.  
 

mailto:GoldenGateCymbidiumSociety@Yahoo.com
http://www.orchidsfioridamore.com/
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January 15, 2021     Gold Coast Cymbidium Society Monthly Meeting "Geoff Bailey -
 "Cymbidiums Down Under - What's Missing?"   Friday, 7:00 PM.   Non-Members & 
interested new members can ask to attend meetings by clicking at the bottom 
of http://www.goldcoastcymbidiumsociety.org/next-meeting.html.  Meetings are the 3rd 
Friday of the Month.  Monthly meeting with a Show and Tell of member's currently in bloom 
orchids, an interesting Orchid Lecturer and slideshow, and orchid door prizes can be 
won.  For more speaker info, see the Next Meeting Page at 
www.GoldCoastCymbidiumSociety.Org, or their Facebook Page.   #orchids #flowers 
#cymbidiums #SFBayArea #San Mateo #growingbetter #mastergardeners 
#orchidlecturer #orchidclass   

 

January 16 – 17, 2021   Top Hat Orchids Closing Greenhouse Sale   Saturday & Sunday 
9am - 3pm.  Top Hat Orchids, Inc. at 505 Brookside Drive, Richmond, CA 
94801.    Thousands of cymbidium orchid plants. Specimen plants! Also cattleyas, 
laelias, brassias, masdevalias, odontoglossum, and other species. New and Used 
plastic pots, and orchid bark for sale.  Prices all slashed to be gone by the end of the 
month, from as low as $1 !  You WILL want to bring 5 - 10 cardboard boxes to carry 
back your treasures, a rolling cart and an SUV or a Van (really)!   NO Bathroom 
facilities, so use the McDonald's 1.5 miles in nearby San Pablo or downtown Richmond 
before you come.  Email  
GoldenGateCymbidiumSociety@yahoo.com, or text (408) 316-0677-.  Some plant lists,      
http://goldengatecymbidiumsociety.com/cymbidiums_for_sale .  

January 16 - February 4, 2021  Peninsula Orchid Society Winter Online 
Orchid Sale    Peninsula Orchid Society will hold an online sale January - 
February. Their goal is to provide a way for members with orchids to sell, is to 
connect with people who would like to have new orchids. Buyers will not have a 
chance to inspect the plants in person prior to bidding. Therefore, photos and 

descriptions will be available on a website from sellers and donors.  How it Works: Buyers will 
register online at   www.charityauctionstoday.com/auctions/peninsula-os-winterorchid-sale-
19954;  your credit card information will be required to buy, but you can register and see the 
offerings without entering your credit card information. Your card information is not held by 
POS or Charity Auctions Online, but by Stripe, the credit card processing company. More info 
will probably be available soon 
at www.penorchidsoc.org and   www.facebook.com/peninsulaorchidsociety/.  

Open Every Saturday   Mariposa Gardens Spring Festival     Saturday 9am - 3pm.   6664 
South Street, Lakewood, CA 90713. Thousands of first bloom cymbidiums in spike with 
some already in bloom.  Don’t miss the opportunity to pick through some exciting new 
hybrids. In addition, Joe Santy Orchids will be offering many award winning and collectible 
type peloric and splash petal/feathered cymbidiums at his reduced prices.  Come early for 
best selection.  Their Open Houses generally are the 1st or 2nd of the month, January - 
April. Questions, contact Ron Hill at (562) 920-5588- or www.MariposaGarden.com, or 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/MariposaGardenOrchids/.   
 

 

http://www.goldcoastcymbidiumsociety.org/next-meeting.html
http://www.goldcoastcymbidiumsociety.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/488674388537627
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Top+Hat+Orchids+Inc/@37.9663209,-122.3819716,14z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x80859d642912f187:0xfdd8a72d80774148!2s505+Brookside+Dr,+Richmond,+CA+94801!3b1!8m2!3d37.9654188!4d-122.3640795!3m4!1s0x0:0xf5c534e67cd19329!8m2!3d37.9663209!4d-122.3644621
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Top+Hat+Orchids+Inc/@37.9663209,-122.3819716,14z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x80859d642912f187:0xfdd8a72d80774148!2s505+Brookside+Dr,+Richmond,+CA+94801!3b1!8m2!3d37.9654188!4d-122.3640795!3m4!1s0x0:0xf5c534e67cd19329!8m2!3d37.9663209!4d-122.3644621
mailto:goldengatecymbidiumsociety@yahoo.com
http://www.goldengatecymbidiumsociety.com/cymbidiums_for_sale
https://www.charityauctionstoday.com/auctions/peninsula-os-winterorchid-sale-19954
https://www.charityauctionstoday.com/auctions/peninsula-os-winterorchid-sale-19954
http://www.penorchidsoc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/peninsulaorchidsociety/
http://santyorchids.com/
http://www.mariposagarden.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MariposaGardenOrchids/%EF%BB%BF
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    Golden Gate Cymbidium Society – Directors & Positions  
 

President, Sue Davis 
VP / Guest Lecturer Co-Ordinator,  Audrey Young-Tarter, text her at (408) 316-0677, or email 
her at goldengatecymbidiumsociety@yahoo.com  
Secretary, Ed McLean  
Treasurer & Membership, Helga Mahlmann 
Facebook Contributors, Ed McLean, Sue Davis, Audrey Young-Tarter, Connie Yip 
Newsletter Editor, Audrey Young-Tarter, text me with Your News ! (408) 316-0677  
Newsletter Distribution, Diane Winters 
Website Manager, Audrey Young-Tarter, text me with Your News ! (408) 316-0677 
Past President, Cheryl Phillipson  
Directors, Jim Donoso, Walter Blake, Florence insert, Diane Winters 
Cymbidium Society of America Representative (www.Cymbidium.org), Florence Inserto 

 

PLEASE, HELP US & GET INVOLVED!!   Several of Your Loyal Board Members, 
Have Actively Worked 5 – 15 of these Past Years, But Now Need to RETIRE this 
Next Year for Family & Health Issues.  IF YOU Don’t Help to Step In & Take Over 
Some of These Key Positions, We Will Be Losing Our Dear Little East Bay 
Cymbidium Club Forever, Sooner than Later. Want that to Happen when You 
could have Done Something About It?  

 

Please Call or Text (408) 316-0677, GoldenGateCymbidiumSociety@yahoo.com. 
( If you are missing Your newsletter, email me your new & current e-mail or mailing address ) 

 

          Please Share & Like Us on your Facebook page at 
 https://www.facebook.com/Goldengate Cymbidium Society/ 

 

 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

                         

  
 
 
 
 

Golden Gate Cymbidium Society 
430 – 34th Avenue 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

 

RETURN IF UNDELIVERABLE 
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